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Greetings MG Vintage Racers! 
 

  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƭŀǎǘ ǎŀǘ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜ ŀƴ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴ ŦƻǊ 
aD ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ wŀŎŜǊǎΩ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŀȅ ōǳǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ 
it.  Despite my absence MG vintage racing continues, as does the spirit and camaraderie 
we all associate with our particular brand of motorsport.  5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
that MGVR was abandoned-ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōŀŎƪ ōǳǊƴŜǊ 
while other aspects of my life were addressŜŘ όL ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
details).  MGVR is up and taking solid food!  
   First things first-as of last evening I counted 47 MGs entered for our Focus Event  with 
VARAC for their Vintage Grand Prix at Canadian Tire Motorsports Park (formerly 
Mosport).  Congratulations to our T Series contingent for showing up in force!  There is 
room for more MGs-ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΗ  I have four items to 
share with those of us south of the border who are concerned about crossing into 
Canada: 
 

1. I have crossed several times with 
my rig and race car without 
issues.  Unless you plan to smuggle 
stuff into/out of Canada, why worry? 
2. Our Canadian MGVRs are huge 
supporters of stateside racing.  They 
cross in droves to participate in our 
events.  What do they know that we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΚ  
3. Their beer is definitely better. 
4 Regalia Coordinators Dan and Jane 
Leonard will have the latest in MGVR 
regalia to share with our gathered 
gang! 
 
 

MG  VINTAGE  2!#%23ȭ  NEWSLETTER 
Chris Meyers, Editor, 

55 Belden Road, Burlington, Ct. 06013 (860-490-5950)  Editor@MGVR.org 

Continued 
on page  5 

The editor and his lovely wife Julie  
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33rd Collier Cup Race with SVRA at Watkins Glen 
 

  The weather was somewhat iffy for most of the event with rain and cooler temperatures for much 
of the event.  Fridayôs activities looked bleak with Fall-like temps, rain and a blustery wind but as 
luck would have it the clouds gave way to sunshine just before the green flag fell on Reenactment 
touring.  I was pleasantly surprised to find downtown Watkins Glen absolutely jam-packed with 
enthusiasts.  This was the largest crowd I have ever witnessed at the reenactment in 
downtown!  Luckily the weather held out until we arrived back to the paddock when once again the 
rain paid us a visit.  Saturday was a repeat of Thursday/Friday with blustery winds and cooler 
temps.  Sunday was SUNNY! 
   The Collier Cup race was scheduled for early afternoon following the lunch break.  Due to 
unforeseen circumstances (some Trans Am racer had bad luck on-track) our race was delayed until 
about 2:15 but with blue skies and milder temps who cares-  we had minimal MG attrition so the grid 
was full of T Series, MGAs, Bs, and Midgets.  Here are the results: 
 Jack Archibald T Cup winner (first production T Series)         Mark Barstow 
 Bucher Decker Cup winner (first MGA)                                  Dawn Myers 
 Glanville Cup winner (first Midget)                                          Dick Rzepkowski 
J. Targett 612 Award (first 4 Cyl MGB)                                     Bob Eagleson 
Denver Cornett, Jr Cup (first overall)                                         Dawn Myers 
 First                                                                                             Dawn Myers MGA 
Second                                                                                         Bob Eagleson BGT 

Third                                                                                             Steve Konsin MGA 

 The Collier Cup winner for 2017 is David Good! 
 Congratulations to the winners and everyone who participated in the 33rd SVRA Collier Cup! 

 Chris Meyers, Editor, MGVR 
 
 

 

left to right:  Bob Eagleson, Dawn Myers, Steve Konsin 
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MGVR  Focus  Event 2018 
 
MGVR is traveling to Canadian Tire Motorsports Park (formerly Mosport) for 
the  VARAC Vintage Grand Prix June 14-17.  Features include- 

¶     Three days of racing on a world-class racing circuit 
* MG-Triumph Challenge with a Saturday afternoon feature race 
* Optional Driver/Track orientation with coaching on Thursday test day. 
* Tony Simms Cup Trophy for MGs 
* Thursday evening MGVR Meet and Greet at MGVR Central 
* Steam Whistle Paddock Tour on Friday night with food and beverage stations 
located throughout the paddock. 
* Saturday evening banquet in the CMTP conference center.  
  
For more information and to register visit  http://varac.ca/vvgp/2018-vgp/  . 
There you will find an entry list, schedules, and supplementary rules and 
regulations.  For those of us bringing our cars across the border please visit 
http://varac.ca/carinfo/visiting-racers/ 
 
 

 

 

33rd  Collier Cup 
at 

Watkins Glen  
 

Left:   Mike Barstow 
 
Winner Jack Archibald 
T Cup (first production 
T Series)    
      
Right:  Chris Meyers 
Editor MGVR          

http://varac.ca/vvgp/2018-vgp/
http://varac.ca/carinfo/visiting-racers/
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(From the Editor ï continued) 
 

  HELP WANTED:  MGVR Treasurer Larry Smith has performed his duties as MGVR 

Treasurer for a decade (where did the time go?) and has expressed a desire to turn over 
the reins to one of his fellow MGVRs.  Duties include maintaining the MGVR treasury, 
accepting incoming subscriber applications, and updating the subscriber database.  If you 
wish to contribute to the MGVR team as secretary, please reach out to Larry at 
lrsmg@aol.com.  Thanks in advance for contributing to our efforts as MG vintage racers! 
  With Focus Event business, and MGVR business out of the way, now I can concentrate 
on my rants and raves. 
   My MGVR email has been a hot mess for the last several months-partly due to my lack 
of attention and partly due to difficulties with our web site.  Chris Kintner worked his tail 
off trying to re-establish my óeditor@mgvr.orgô account and after some difficulties on my 
end we are now back up and running.  I still receive some junk email (who doesnôt) but it is 
working so please donôt hesitate to use it if you choose not to use my preferred email 
address: mgvrmeyers@comcast.net.   Many thanks to Chris for taking time to reconfigure 
my email AND for updating our website (www.mgvr.org) !  Donôt forget about our Yahoo e-
group (MGVR@yahoogroups.com) for trading information about upcoming events, reports 
about recent events, questions about MG set up etc.  Anything MG race related is 
welcome.  If you donôt have access to our MGVR Yahoo e-group, email me.  As always I 
ask for race reports of any sort (any Wild Hare Run?) and photos.  If you donôt have race 
reports, send me  photos?  Tech Editor Dave Smith (mgaracer49@gmail.com)  is always 
on the lookout for interesting tech articles-send him your thoughts! 
   Now the Big Thanks- to Greg Prehodka for helping me with this issue.  MGVRôs DNA 
traces back to his vision in 1981 when he saw an opportunity to share information with a 
group of like-minded vintage racers who shared a common marque.  His persistent 
prodding woke this pseudo-editor from his grumpy slumber.  

   MGVR is not mine, it is yours, dear subscribers!  Share your thoughts, gripes, news, 

rumors, downers, and uppers with your fellow racers!    

Chris Meyers, editor 

Welcome  New  MGVR  Subscribers! 
 

Hi Guys, we have a new subscriber, Mike Patton of Newmanstown PA.  Mike 
races the white with red stripe MGB roadster, #65.  Mike's email address is 
mikemgb065@gmail.com, phone is 717-949-2604.  His address is 109 Mastle 
Road, Newmanstown PA, 17073. 

And these new MGVR MG Racers 
Ted Melady, MGB; Michael Silverman, MGA ς the Pile; Charlie Powell, MGB GT;  
Richard Jefferson, Midget;  John Maiuccorro, MGA;  Doug Faust, Midget;  Gary Briney, 
MGTD;  Alan Kremzur, MGB;  Jeffrey Abramson , Von Neuman Special MGTD;  Mike 
Patton, MGB;  Paul Konkle, Jr, MGB;  James Acquilano, MGB;  Jeff Edington, MGB;  
Russell Lane, MGTD;  Frank Albert, MGB GT;  Cris Vandagriff , Hollywood Sports Car 
MGB 

mailto:lrsmg@aol.com
mailto:editor@mgvr.org
mailto:mgvrmeyers@comcast.net
http://www.mgvr.org/
mailto:MGVR@yahoogroups.com
mailto:mgaracer49@gmail.com
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MGVR  Focus  Event  2017 
 

What a wonderful Focus Event weekend at New Jersey Motorsports Park with 

VRG!  The weather was a huge contrast to Watkins Glen the week before-warm to 
toasty temps and NO RAIN!  Track time was outstanding -four long sessions on Day 1 
alone!  During one session I noticed racers looking up at Start/Finish as if to hope for a 
checker-the sessions were that long!  VRG once again proved that they understand 
what vintage racers long for-well organized, well run events where organizers hold the 
highest regard for exemplary driver behavior on-track.  What happens oŦŦ ǘǊŀŎƪΧǿŜƭƭ 
that is another story- 
Many of us arrived at NJMP mid-afternoon Thursday to warm sunny skies-perfect for 
setting up MGVR Central and the MGVR paddock.  VRG provided roving tech and 
registration to make racer life convenient.  Racing began Friday am with 
untimed  practice sessions with each session followed by a driver meeting to establish 
ground rules.  Sessions 2 and 3 were qualifying  and racing.  Last race of the day was 
the Special Feature All MG Race 1!  When all was said and done MGVRs had 4 sessions 
Friday!  For race results for MGVR Races 1, and 2 please 
visit https://speedhive.mylaps.com/Events/1462620 .  As temps and racers cooled the 
MGVR grill heated in anticipation of the Friday Meet and Greet.  Thanks to everyone 
who contributed grub and grog to our traditional elbow rub; plenty of folks enjoyed 
the festivities and the evening! 
Saturday race sessions included 30 minute qualifying followed by 14 lap feature race 
and another All MG Feature Race!  This race was a study in how vintage racers should 
do it-I saw several point-bys and watched as more than a few fast MGs tucked in 
behind slower cars awaiting the opportunity to pass safely.  Kudos to the MGs who 
displayed exemplary vintage racing spirit!  As racing ended everyone brushed off, 
ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ±wDΩǎ ..v ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ  At MGVR Central we 
prepared for the presentation of our annual awards. 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ..v at the adjacent Millville Army Airfield Museum acted as a Museum 
fundraiser-the $24 tickets partially covered costs with the rest subsidized by VRG.  This 
year the Joisey Boyz Racing Team sponsored a craft beer tasting complete with 
bartenders.  Was it good?  Fuggedaboutit!  Not bad for a BYOB BBQ!  The food was 
excellent as was the company.  Many thanks to VRG and Joisey Boyz for making 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 
!ǎ ƛǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ aD±w CƻŎǳǎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΩǎ 
dinner.  Here are this  ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΥ 
Bill Parish Master of Speed Deception Award- Todd Stevenson 
THE BILL PARISH AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY TO AN MG VINTAGE RACER WHO 
IS HAVING THE MOST FUN, AND BEING A MASTER OF SPEED DECEPTION WHILE BEING 
UNCONCERNED ABOUT WINNING  -IN MEMORY OF MG RACER BILL PARISH.   

https://speedhive.mylaps.com/Events/1462620
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(NJ Focus Event continued) 
 

The John Targett Doff of the Cap award- Alan Tosler 
THE JOHN TARGETT DOFF OF THE CAP AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY TO AN 
MGB RACER WHO IS DEDICATED TO PRESERVING THE RACE HERITAGE OF THE 
ICONIC MGB 4 CYLINDER SPORTS CAR.  THIS AWARD HONORS THE MEMORY OF 
MGB RACER JOHN TARGETT 
MG-V8 Award-Tom Leavy 
THE MG V-8 AWARD IS AWARDED TO THE WINNER OF THE ALL MG RACE. 
MG Vintage Racers Spirit Award The Big Copper Bucket-Mark Brandow 
THE MGVR SPIRIT AWARD IS SELECTED BY VOTE OF PARTICIPATING MG 
VINTAGE RACERS TO THE MGVR HOW BEST REPRESENTS THE SPIRIT OF MG 
VINTAGE RACING. 
 
As the BBQ wound to a close this writer took a few minutes to thank the MGVRs 
who helped with events and newsletter throughout the year.  Let me take a 
minute to thank again- 
Larry Smith-MGVR Treasurer and voice in my ear when needed 
Dan and Jane Leonard-Regalia Coordinators and co-hosts of MGVR Central 
Chris Kintner-MGVR Webmaster 
Dave and Chari Smith-MGVR Tech Editor and assistant TE.  Thanks for your help 
with MGVR Central and Spirit Award voting this year! 
Greg Prehodka-MGVR PR and Advisor / Motivator 
Lest I forget (thanks for the reminder Butch)-- ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƻŎǳǎ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
VARAC Vintage Grand Prix at Canadian Tire Motorsports Park June 14-17, 2018! 
Sunday was racing, and more racing, followed by MGVR Central pack up and 
drive home.  If you like plenty of track time on a fast, fun track with fast, fun 
ŦƻƭƪǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΗ 
Congratulations to VRG and .ǳǘŎƘ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜǊ for running a smooth, fun 
event.  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ aD±w ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƻŎǳǎ 9ǾŜƴǘΗ  Thanks to the MG 
±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ wŀŎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ aƛƭƭǾƛƭƭŜ bW ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CƻŎǳǎ 9ǾŜƴǘΗ 
 
Chris Meyers, Editor, MGVR 
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Will Bowden ɀ MG Racer & Enthusiast  
Passed away July 29, 2017, at age 83 

 

Will Bowden of Orlando, Florida, was chosen for MGVRôs 2005 "Bill 
Parish Award "  in 2005 at Road Atlanta . Supported by MGVR and 
Parish -Heacock Insurance, it is annually presented at MGVR's Focus 
Event in m emory of MG racer Bill Parish, to a MG racer at the event 
participating in Bill's past spirit of "Having the most fun, and being 
a Master of Speed Deception, while racing their MG over the 
years -  unconcerned about race winning ."  
  Will, a retired Merchant  Marine Officer and aerospace engineer, got 

his first MG -  a MGTD -  in 1960 and was a founder of the "Classic MG 
Club" of Florida . His first vintage MG race was at Sebring in 1978 
with his MGTF in a support race. In the 80's, he competed in many 
vintage ra ces down south, including SVRA's "MG Safety Fast 
Championships" at Road Atlanta, and was a charter member of the 
"MG Vintage Racers" in 1981  . Will made special efforts to attend 
the MG races up north at Watkins Glen in '94 for the 40th anniversary 
of the Collier Cup, and in '98 for the Glen's 50th anniversary. And he 
was also noted for always bringing " Lots of extra MG parts " with him 
to races -  which he always graciously loaned out to other MG racers in 
need of them.  
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6$#!ȭÓ   6%4%2!.S  DAY  HISTORICS 
AT ROAD ATLANTA 

November 11-12, 2017 

By Bob Spruck 
Ȱ-ÏÔÏÒ-ÏÕÔÈȾ3ÏÕÔÈȱ 

 

  For the 17 years it has been in existence, the Vintage Drivers Club of America  
(VDCA) has had a schedule of race weekends that attracted an ever increasing 
number of members and participants. It includes such premier venues as Virginia 
International Raceway and Sebring. It also included some less spectacular but 
none-the-less challenging and desirable tracks like the underrated Roebling Road 
Raceway near Savannah. Within its generally southeast US sphere of activity, the 
Holy Grail eluded it ɀ the 2.54 miles long challenging track and superb facilities at 
Road Atlanta. Until, that is, about 10 years ago when Ray Morgan, local resident 
and businessman, Club member, and now Director was able to convince the track 
to grant VDCA a date. The only problem was that only a date in February was 
available. Winters in Atlanta are usually pretty mild and the five years with the 
February date provided three with very reasonable weather and two with typical 
southern winter chill (40 degrees, not really race prohibitive).  For some reason RA 
needed that date and offered a July date in its place. That would sound great for 
any other place, but Atlanta in July is more often too hot and humid than February 
is cold and nasty. But Ray, ever optimistic and opportunistic, accepted that date. 
True to form, the three years on that date were hot and humid. Ray and the 
membership, figuring their foot was in the door, held on and this year accepted a 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÏ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÆÁÉÒÌÙ ÍÉÌÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ×ÉÎÔÅÒ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÓÅÔ ÉÎ 
until after Christmas. This being the first time on this date, the unusual happened - 
temperatures in the low 40s overnight and daytime temps reaching only the high 
50s. The good news was that there was no precipitation, just brisk winds. There 
were few complaints heard from the mostly southern membership and even some 
relief expressed by those who came from north of the Mason-Dixon Line (almost 
20% of the entrants). 
 
   So, the weather and the racing were wholly acceptable. VDCA usually creates four 
on-track race groups from its eight Classification groups, each of which contains 
multiple classes, all based on engine displacement and speed potential. For this 
two day event each Race Group had half hour track sessions identified  as one 
practice session, one 
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(Road Atlanta Continued) 
 
qualifying session, two race sessions, a one-hour endurance race and a half hour Gimmick race. 
That was for the vintage cars. VDCA also usually shares their weekends with other non-vintage 
groups, such as a local BMWCCA or PCA chapter. This time there were eight half hour non-VDCA 
test sessions.  
 

GROUP 1 (small displacement production cars and Formula Vee) 
Nine FV and 27 small-bore cars comprised Group 1, the largest Group at the event. Not 
surprisingly, the larger displacement, higher revving cars dominated. Casey Haddock almost 
always runs away from the field in his well driven, high revving, super light LeGrand Mk 18. Only 
750cc but working ÈÁÒÄȟ ÔÈÅ $32 ÃÁÒ ÁÎÄ #ÁÓÅÙȭÓ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÕÓÕÁÌȟ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÄ 
ÏÎÌÙ ÂÙ $ÁÖÉÄ #ÏÎÒÁÄȭÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ -'! ÒÏÁÄÓÔÅÒȢ !ÎÄÙ 2ÕÓÓÅÌÌȭÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÉÃË &ÒÁÓÅÒȭÓ ȭχς -' -ÉÄÇÅÔÓ 
ÁÎÄ #ÁÒÌ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ ȭυω -'! 3ÅÂÒÉÎÇ #ÏÕÐÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ -'Ó ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÏÕÐȢ $ÁÖÉÄ ÓÔÁÒÔÅd just 
ÂÅÈÉÎÄ !ÎÄÙ ÉÎ ÆÏÕÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÐÁÓÔ ÂÙ ÌÁÐ ςȢ 2ÏÂ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÔ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ Ȭφχ 3ÐÉÔÆÉÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ 
gangbusters until he began to have some problems with his power that eventually put him out 
with head gasket failure. Likewise, Mark Craig in another Spitfire dropped all the way from second 
to 18th and then out a few laps later with a blown oil cooler. This is not to take anything away from 
Conrad because he drove the wheels off the car all weekend, but he was the recipient of all the luck 
on this particular weekend. So, Conrad was second in Group, but first production car behind 
winner Haddock in the LeGrand sports racer. 
 

GROUP 3 (medium displacement production cars and sports racers) 
This Group had an interesting selection of cars. Ray Morgan drove his veteran 1964 Merlyn Mk 6 
to a flag-to-flag finish. The three MGB roadsters and lone BGT ran midpack but strong. The ever 
strong and steady Stirling Heath brought his 1971 MGB GT home in fifth while both John 
&ÏÎÔÁÎÅÌÌÁ ɉȭφτ -"'Ɋ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÁÎ (ÅÁÔÈ ɉȭφυ -'"Ɋ finished above their starting positions. An 
unfortunate Mike Morrison had to leave the pack about half way through with some technical 
ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ȭχυ "Ȣ  
 

PARTY TIME 
VDCA, in addition to having a reputation for great races, prides itself on its Saturday night 
festivities, most of which are sponsored by individual members or race teams. Zapata Racing, as it 
has done so many times, put on a shindig this time with barbecued ribs, chicken, and pork, and a 
selection of delicious southern cakes for desert. The venue was the shop, showroom, museum, 
business office, and man cave of member Jerry Peters, right across the highway from the track. 
Jerry was racing at Daytona this weekend, but allowed his VDCA friends to use his place in his 
absence. A crew of responsible and hard working members set up and then cleaned up the 
building and grounds in recognition of his magnanimousness and generosity. Thank again, Jerry!  
   
 Road Atlanta is a fabulous facility for both racers and spectators. Many improvements were 
evident as a result of the recent Petit LeMans and Walter Mitty Challenge. By all indications, 
6$#!ȭÓ ÎÅ× .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ÒÁÃÅ ÄÁÔÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ  
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