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MG VINTAGE 2 ! # %NBWSLETTER

Chris Meyers, Editor,
55 Belden Rad, Burlington, Ct. 06013 (860490-5950) Editor@MGVR.org

Greetings MG Vintage Racers!

LG KIFIa 0SSy az2yYy$sS GAYS aiayOoS L fl ad
aD *AyidilFI3S wl OSNERf bSpPpBERSAHEND T2 N |
it. Despite my absence MG vintage racoagtinues, as does the spirit and camarade
we all associate with our particular brand of motorspo&.2 y Qi 0 KA y ]
that MGVR was abandonéddli ¢ ay Qi ol yYR2Yy SR 0 dzi
while other aspects of my life were addré&s® oL 62y QiU 02
details). MGVR is up and taking solid food!

First things firstas of last evening | counted 47 MGs entered for our Focus Ewvint
VARAC for their Vintage Grand Prix at Canadian Tire Motorsports Park (fo
Mosport). Congratulations to our T Series contingent for showing up in foldere is
room for more MGR 2y Qi YA &da (KS 6 S5a&d haudfoudiimsxo
share with those of us south of the border who are caneel about crossing intg

Canada:
The editor and his lovely wife Julie
1. | have crossed several times with

my rig and race car without 4
issues. Unless you plan to smuggle "BE
stuff into/out of Canada, why worry? ‘ % /
2. Our Canadian MGVRs are huge ‘ 51
supporters of stateside racinglThey 1

cross in droves to participate in our

events. Wha do they know that we

R2y Qi (y26K

3. Their beer is definitely better.

4 Regalia Coordinators Dan and Jane

Leonard will have the latest in MGVR

regalia to share with our gathered

Continued
on page 5




33rd Collier Cup Race with SVRA at Watkins Glen

The weather was somewhat iffy for most of the event with rain and cooler temperatures for much
oftheevent. Fri dayo6s acti viti elketénps taie ahd dblustaykwinadvbuttay F
luck would have it the clouds gave way to sunshine just before the green flag fell on Reenactment
touring. | was pleasantly surprised to find downtown Watkins Glen absolutely jam-packed with
enthusiasts. This was the largest crowd | have ever withessed at the reenactment in
downtown! Luckily the weather held out until we arrived back to the paddock when once again the
rain paid us a visit. Saturday was a repeat of Thursday/Friday with blustery winds and cooler
temps. Sunday was SUNNY!

The Collier Cup race was scheduled for early afternoon following the lunch break. Due to
unforeseen circumstances (some Trans Am racer had bad luck on-track) our race was delayed until
about 2:15 but with blue skies and milder temps who cares- we had minimal MG attrition so the grid
was full of T Series, MGAs, Bs, and Midgets. Here are the results:

Jack Archibald T Cup winner (first production T Series) Mark Barstow

Bucher Decker Cup winner (first MGA) Dawn Myers
Glanville Cup winner (first Midget) Dick Rzepkowski
J. Targett 612 Award (first 4 Cyl MGB) Bob Eagleson
Denver Cornett, Jr Cup (first overall) Dawn Myers

First Dawn Myers MGA
Second Bob Eagleson BGT
Third Steve Konsin MGA

The Collier Cup winner for 2017 is David Good!

Congratulations to the winners and everyone who participated in the 33 SVRA Collier Cup!
Chris Meyers, Editor, MGVR
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MGVR Focus Event 2018

MGVR is traveling to Canadian Tire Motorsports Rarknerly Mosporj for
the VARAC Vintage Grand Prix Jund14Features include

1 Three days of racing on a worldass racing circuit

* MG-Triumph Challenge with a Saturday afternoon feature race

* Optional Driver/Track orientation with coaching on Thursday test day.
* Tony Simms Cup Trophy for MGs

* Thursday evening MGVR Meet and GreaVl@VR Central

* Steam Whistle Paddock Tour on Friday night with food and beverage stat
located throughout the paddock.
* Saturday evening banquet in the CMTP conference center.

For more information and to register visitttp://varac.ca/vvgp/2018vap/ .
There you will find an entry list, schedules, and supplementary rules and
regulations. For those of us bringing our cars across the border please visit
http://varac.ca/carinfo/visitingracers/



http://varac.ca/vvgp/2018-vgp/
http://varac.ca/carinfo/visiting-racers/

Welcome New MGVR Subscribers!

Hi Guys, we have a new subscriber, Mike Patton of Newmanstown PA. Mike
races the white with red stripe MGB roadster, #65. Mike's email address is
mikemgb065@gmail.com, phone is 717-949-2604. His address is 109 Mastle
Road, Newmanstown PA, 17073.

And these new MGVR MG Racers
Ted Melady MGB;Michael SilvermanMGA( the Pile Charlie PowellMGB GT,;
Richard JeffersonMidget; John Maiuccorro MGA; Doug FaustMidget; Gary Briney,
MGTD;Alan Kremzuy MGB; Jeffrey Abramson Von Neuman Special MGTMjke
Patton, MGB; Paul Konkle, JIMGB; James AcquilanoMGB; Jeff Edington MGB;
Russell LaneMGTD;Frank Albert MGB GTCris Vandagriff Hollywood Sports Car
MGB

(From the Editor T continued)

HELP WANTED: MGVR Treasurer Larry Smith has performed his duties as MGVR
Treasurer for_a decade (where did the time go?) and has expressed a desire to turn over
the reins to one of his fellow MGVRs. Duties include maintaining the MGVR treasury,
accepting incoming subscriber applications, and updating the subscriber database. If you
wish to contribute to the MGVR team as secretary, please reach out to Larry at
Irsmg@aol.com. Thanks in advance for contributing to our efforts as MG vintage racers!

With Focus Event business, and MGVR business out of the way, now | can concentrate
on my rants and raves.

My MGVR email has been a hot mess for the last several months-partly due to my lack
of attention and partly due to difficulties with our web site. Chris Kintner worked his tail
off tryingtore-e st a b | iedithr@muyr.orgd account and after
end we are now back up and running. 1 still receive some junk email (wh o d 0 businisd
working so please donot hesitate to use
address: mgvrmeyers@comcast.net. Many thanks to Chris for taking time to reconfigure
my email AND for updating our website (www.mgvr.org)! Donét f or get a-b
group (MGVR@yahoogroups.com) for trading information about upcoming events, reports
about recent events, questions about MG set up etc. Anything MG race related is
welcome. | f you dondét have acc egsosp, damail me.uAs alWagsv
ask for race reports of any sort (any Wild Hare Run?) and photos. Ifyoudon 6t ha
reports, send me photos? Tech Editor Dave Smith (mgaracer49@gmail.com) is always
on the lookout for interesting tech articles-send him your thoughts!

Now the Big Thanks- to Greg Prehodka for helping me with this issue. MGV RO s
traces back to his vision in 1981 when he saw an opportunity to share information with a
group of like-minded vintage racers who shared a common marque. His persistent
prodding woke this pseudo-editor from his grumpy slumber.

MGVR is not mine, it iS_yours, dear subscribers! Share your thoughts, gripes, news,
rumors, downers, and uppers with your fellow racers!

Chris Meyers, editor
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MGVR Focus Event 2017

What a wonderful Focus Event weekeatl New JerseyMotorsports Parkwith
VRG! The weather was a huge contrast to Watkins Glen the week befaren to
toasty temps and NO RAINIrack time was outstandindgour long sessions on Day
alone! During one session | noticed racers looking up at Start/Finigit@sope for a
checkerthe sessions were that longVRG once again proved that they understs
what vintage racers long fewell organized, well run events where organizers hold
highest regard for exemplary driver behavior-wack. What happens & ¥ (i NJ
that is another story

Many of us arrived at NJMP raadternoon Thursday to warm sunny skigsrfect for
setting up MGVR Central and the MGVR paddd¢RG provided roving tech a
registration to make racer life convenientRacing began &y am with
untimed practice sessions with each session followed by a driver meeting to esta
ground rules. Sessions 2 and 3 were qualifyimgd racing.Last race of the day wa
the Special Feature All MG RaceWhen all was said and done MGVRs A session:
Friday! For race results for MGVR Races 1, and 2 ple
visit https://speedhive.mylaps.com/Events/1462620As temps and racers cooled t
MGVR grill heated in anticipation of theiday Meet and Greet.Thanks to everyone
who contributed grub and grog to our traditional elbow rub; plenty of folks enjo
the festivities and the evening!

Saturday race sessions included 30 minute qualifying followed by 14 lap feature
andanotherAll MG Feature Racerlhis race was a study in how vintage racers she
do it-l saw several poiAbysand watched as more than a few fast MGs tuckec
behind slower cars awaiting the opportunity to pass safddyidos to the MGs whg
displayed exemplaryintage racing spirit! As racing ended everyone brushed ¢
Of SIYySR dzLJ YR YIRS NBI Ré& T2NMEVR Gebttalkw
prepared for the presentation of our annual awards.

{ I ( dzNR I @& @& adjacent Millville Army Airfield Museuaated as a Museu
fundraiserthe $24 tickets partiallgoveredcosts with the rest subsidized by VRGhis
year the Joisey Boyz Racing Team sponsored a craft beer tasting complet
bartenders. Was it good?Fuggedaboutit'Not bad for a BYOB BBQhe food was
excellent as was the companyany thanks to VRG and Joisey Boyz for ma
{F 0dzNRII2Qa RAYYSNI Iy S@SyidH

14 A& UNIRAGAZ2Y |0 aD+xw C20dza 9@Syli:
dinner. Here arethise S| NR& | 6 NR NBOALASyYyGay

Bill Parsh Master of Speed Deception Awailhdd Stevenson

THE BILL PARISH AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY TO AN MG VINTAGE
ISHAVING THE MOST FUWNDBEING A MASTER OF SPEED DECEPTION WHI
UNCONCERNED ABOUT WINNINMEMORY OF MG RACER BILLHPARIS
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(NJ Focus Event continued)

TheJohn TargettDoff of the Capward- Alan Tosler

THE JOHN TARGBEOFF OF THE CARARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY
MGB RACER WHO IS DEDICATED TO PRESERVING THEAGYCEHER
ICONIC MGB 4 CYLINDER SPORTSHISRAWARD HONORS THE MEMOF
MGB RACER JOHN TARGETT

MG-V8 AwardTom Leavy

THE MG 38 AWARD IS AWARDED TO THE WINNER OF THE ALL MG R/
MG Vintage Racers Spirit Awarde Big Copper Buckiglark Brandow
THEMGVR SPIRIT AWARDSELECTED BY VOTE OF PARTICIPATING M
VINTAGE RACERS TO THE MGVR HOW BEST REPRESPNII$ OF MG
VINTAGE RACING.

As the BBQ wound to a close this writer took a few minutes to thank the M(
who helped with events and newsletterrbughout the year.Let me take a
minute to thank again

Larry SmitAMGVR Treasurer and voice in my ear when needed

Dan and Jane Leonailegalia Coordinators and-bosts of MGVR Central
Chris KintnetMGVR Webmaster

Dave and Chari SmitMGVR Tech Editor drassistant TEThanks for your helf
with MGVR Central and Spirit Award voting this year!

Greg PrehodkaMGVR PR and Advisor / Motivator

Lest | forget (thanks for the reminder Butehf SEG & S| NR& C2 (
VARAC Vintage Grand Prix at CanadliieenMotorsports Park June 147, 2018!
Sunday was racing, and more racing, followed by MGVR Central pack up &
drive home. If you like plenty of track time on a fast, fun track with fast, fun
F2ft1az GKSY R2y Q0 YAaa GKAa S@Syi
Congratulationgo VRG and _dzii O K h for/rudning &<Sxiooth, fun
event. t KIyl1a FT2NJ K2adGAy3 aDz* FhaktdNthelViG
+AYyOlF3S wl OSNA ¢6K2 22AYSR dza Ay a

Chris Meyers, Editor, MGVR




Will Bowden z MG Racer& Enthusiast

Passed away July 29, 2017, at age 83

Wi | | Bowden of Orl ando, FIl ori da,"Bilwas
Parish Award " in 2005 at Road Atlanta . Supported by MGVR and
Parish -Heacock Insurance, it is annually presented at MGVR's Focus
Eventin m emory of MG racer Bill Parish, to a MG racer at the event
participating in Bill's past spirit of "Having the most fun, and being
a Master of Speed Deception, while racing their MG over the
years - unconcerned about race winning
Will, a retired Merchant Marine Officer and aerospace engineer, got
his first MG - a MGTD - in 1960 and was a founder of the "Classic MG
Club" of Florida . His first vintage MG race was at Sebring in 1978
with his MGTF in a support race. In the 80's, he competed in many
vintage ra ces down south, including SVRA's "MG Safety Fast
Championships" at Road Atlanta, and was a charter member of the
"MG Vintage Racers" in 1981 . Will made special efforts to attend
the MG races up north at Watkins Glen in '94 for the 40th anniversary
of the Collier Cup, and in '98 for the Glen's 50th anniversary. And he
was also noted for always bringing " Lots of extra MG parts " with him
to races - which he always graciously loaned out to other MG racers in
need of them.
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VARAC Vintage Racing Festival 2018

FOCUS EVENT E-BULLETIN

June 14-17. 2018

Bulletin # 1

Greetings MG Vintage Racers and welcome to the the first (any much belated) VARAC Festival Focus Event
E Bulletin. The buzz is TRACK TIME. How does THREE HOURS of vintage racing on a WORLD CLASS road
race course sound to you? It could be yours for the cost of entry to this years MG Vintage Racers’ Focus Event.

Top Ten Reasons to Join MGVR at CTMP in June

1. Tum2

2. Tum2

3. Despite the tums, it is the world's third and North America's fastest race
track

4. Largest volunteer-organized event on the continent = super friendly at-
mosphere

5. Snow will be gone by June

6. Easy. uncomplicated border crossing

7. Potluck party with wine reception and dinner party
8. Up to 3 hours of track time

9. Track introduction for CTMP newbees

10. Better Beer

VARAC Vintage Grand Prix Notes-

Three days of racing on a world-class racing circuit

MG-Triumph Challenge with a Saturday aftemoon feature race
Optional Driver/Track orientation with coaching on Thursday test day.
Tony Simms Cup Trophy for MGs

Thursday evening MGVR Meet and Greet at MGVR Central

Steam Whistle Paddock Tour on Friday night with food and beverage stations
located throughout the paddock.
e Saturday evening banquet in the CMTP conference center.

For more mformation and to register visit hitp:/varac ca'vvep/ 2018-vap’ . There
vou will find an entry list, schedules, and supplementary rules and regulations. For
those of us bringing our cars across the border please visit hittp:/varac.ca'carinfo

visiting-racers/ .

“If vou know all 4 seasons:
Almost winter, winter, still winter,

and road construction,
You may live in Canada . "

—Jeff Foxworthy



11

6$#! 60 SO IUFTORICS
AT ROAD ATLANTA

November 11-12, 2017
_ By Bob Spruck
Q1T Ol O-1 OOEYX31 OOEG

For the 17 years it has been in existence, théintage Drivers Club of America
(VDCA) has had a schedule of race weekends that attracted an ever increasl
number of members and participants. It includes such premier venues as Virgini
International Raceway and Sebring. It also included some less spectacular k
none-the-less challenging and desirable tracks like the underrated Roebling Roeé
Raceway near Savannah. Wiin its generally southeast US sphere of activity, th
Holy Grail eluded itz the 2.54 miles long challenging track and superb facilities
Road Atlanta. Until, that is, about 10 years ago when Ray Morgan, local resid
and businessman, Club member, angow Director was able to convince the trac
to grant VDCA a date. The only problem was that only a date in February
available. Winters in Atlanta are usually pretty mild and the five years with the
February date provided three with very reasonable wedter and two with typical
southern winter chill (40 degrees, not really race prohibitive). For some reason R
needed that date and offered a July date in its place. That would sound great
any other place, but Atlanta in July is more often too hot andumid than February
Is cold and nasty. But Ray, ever optimistic and opportunistic, accepted that daf
True to form, the three years on that date were hot and humid. Ray and th
membership, figuring their foot was in the door, held on and this year accepted
AEAT CA O1 .1 O6Ai AAOh xEEAE EO OOOAI I U
until after Christmas. This being the first time on this date, the unusual happene
temperatures in the low 40s overnight and daytime temps reaching only the hig
50s. The good news was that there was no precipitation, just brisk winds. The
were few complaints heard from the mostly southern membership and even som
relief expressed by those who came from north of the Masedixon Line (almost
20% of the entrants).

So, the weather and the racing were wholly acceptable. VDCA usually creates fq
on-track race groups from its eight Classification groups, each of which contains
multiple classes, all based on engine displacement and speed potential. For this
two day event each Race Group had half hour track sessions identified as one
practice session, one
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(Road Atlanta Continued)

gualifying session, two race sessions, a of®ur endurance race and a half hour Gimmick race
That was for the vintage cars. VDCA also udlyashares their weekends with other nonvintage
groups, such as a local BMWCCA or PCA chapter. This time there were eight half hourVib@A
test sessions.

GROUP 1s¢mall displacement production cars and Formula Vee)
Nine FV and 27 smalbore cars compised Group 1, the largest Group at the event. N
surprisingly, the larger displacement, higher revving cars dominated. Casey Haddock almg
always runs away from the field in his well driven, high revving, super light LeGrand Mk 18. On
750cc but workingEAOARh OEA $32 AAO AT A #AOAUBO AOE

[TTU AU $AOEA #Ii1 OAASO AAAOGOEAOI -'1! OI AAO
AT A #AOl ' AT OCA80 duvw -'1! 3AAOET C #1 ObAdijust
AAEET A 'TAU ET & O00E AT A 1 AT ACAA O1 cAdO b

gangbusters until he began to have some problems with his power that eventually put him o
with head gasket failure. Likewise, Mark Craig in anotherg@fire dropped all the way from second
to 18t and then out a few laps later with a blown oil cooler. This is not to take anything away fro
Conrad because he drove the wheels off the car all weekend, but he was the recipient of all the |
on this particular weekend. So, Conrad was second in Group, but first production car behi
winner Haddock in the LeGrand sports racer.

GROUP &nedium displacement production cars and sports racers)

This Group had an interesting selection of cars. Ray Morgan droveshieteran 1964 Merlyn Mk 6
to a flagto-flag finish. The three MGB roadsters and lone BGT ran midpack but strong. The e]
strong and steady Stirling Heath brought his 1971 MGB GT home in fifth while both Jo
&I TOATATTA 61 -"'q AfinShed3dbdvé thefr AtArihg pogitidng.vAN
unfortunate Mike Morrison had to leave the pack about half way through with some technica
EOOOAO xEOE EEO dxu "8

PARTY TIME

VDCA, in addition to having a reputation for great races, prides itself on its Satand night
festivities, most of which are sponsored by individual members or race teams. Zapata Racing,
has done so many times, put on a shindig this time with barbecued ribs, chicken, and pork, an
selection of delicious southern cakes for desert.He venue was the shop, showroom, museu
business office, and man cave of member Jerry Peters, right across the highway from the tr
Jerry was racing at Daytona this weekend, but allowed his VDCA friends to use his place in
absence. A crew of respaible and hard working members set up and then cleaned up th
building and grounds in recognition of his magnanimousness and generosity. Thank again, Jerry

Road Atlanta is a fabulous facility for both racers and spectators. Many improvements we
evident as a result of the recent Petit LeMans and Walter Mitty Challenge. By all indicatior
6s#! 60 1T Ax .1 OAI AAO OAAA AAOA OEI O A POT OEA
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